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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco held 

on Monday, June 5, 2017 at 7:30 pm in the Frank J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, and 104 Main 

Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

Present:   Mayor J. Michael Cindrich 

Trustee Jean Farber 

Trustee Peter Grunthal 

Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 

Trustee Karen Schleimer  

 

  Also Present:   Edward W. Brancati, Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

 

Regular Village Board Meeting 

Mayor Cindrich opened the Village Board Meeting and led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Mayor Cindrich asked everyone to please remain standing for a moment of silence, so that we may reflect 

on why we are here and ask for guidance in the decisions that we make here this evening so that they 

may benefit all of the people of our community.  He also asked that we keep in our thoughts and prayers 

the people of the United Kingdom who are having a tough time dealing with significant problems and think 

about our Police Officer who are out there that are ready to serve if something like that could happen here 

in the United States of America. 

 

Public Hearing Continued – Hotel Occupancy Tax 

 Mayor Cindrich stated that this item was a continuation of a public hearing for the Hotel Occupancy 

Tax.  He asked if there was anyone here to speak to that issue here this evening. 

 Deputy Mayor Markus stated that the Finance Committee did convene on the matter and he had 

some comments that he wanted to submit to the Village Board of Trustees prior to the July 19th Village 

Board Meeting.   

 The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Markus and seconded by Trustee Farber to 

adjourn the public hearing on the Hotel Occupancy Tax until July 19, 2017 at 7:30 pm, all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

 

Informational Hearing Continued – 270 Kisco Avenue. 

 Mrs. Linda McCartney thanked everyone who is here tonight, the Board, everyone who works on 

behalf of Mount Kisco whether you are pro or con, because everybody cares about Mount Kisco and I think 

you all very much.  Ms. McCartney read out loud the letter that she wrote to the Examiner News Paper, 

because she felt that people are not against a senior center itself, they are against the site that is being 

proposed.   

 

 Mrs. Carol Liebman stated that she has lived in Mount Kisco for 35 years.  I attended the hearing 

on May 15th and heard experts explain the environmental effects of developing land on Kisco Mountain.  

She put together a brief summary and added a thought or two.  The environmental harm this building on 

Kisco Mountain is twofold.  The permanent loss of 2,000 plus trees and the second damage to the 

remaining tree and wild life during the construction phase and in the years afterward.  The permanent tree 

loss will lead to increased air pollution and raising temperatures as well as reduced water retention and 

increased runoff.  Remaining trees and wild life will be threatened by toxic fumes and underground 

vibrations from the drilling and paving.  In the years after would trees will have experienced increased 

wind shear and storm damage and increased toxic fumes from heavy traffic Kisco Avenue.  Animal in the 

untouched area will be constrained by a shrunken habitat.  If the Board of Trustees votes to leave the land 

on Kisco Mountain undisturbed human beings as well as trees and wild life will enjoy the benefits of a less 

polluted and more beautiful environment in Mount Kisco.  Thank you. 

 

 Mr. Harry McCartney thanked the Village Board of Trustee for the support that you have given to 

the Historical Society, what we have done with the trails over the last two or three years and the support 

from the community volunteers who have been doing this and who have attended our education sessions, 

in those Green Space areas that we are using.  One of the things that you wanted reflected was to 

delineate the support that you in preserving Kisco Mountain.  We have received from Beverly Road to 

Woodcrest, from Grove Street to Barker Street.  I’ve had eight folk, and a lot of my seniors across town 

come up with roughly about 280 signed petitions which are part of the documentation and John will talk 

about the on line petition also.  So roughly we have about 400 folks who have signed petitions in support 

of this.  I feel a personal responsibility having lead this team, cleaning up these Green Space Trails, 

cutting these, Green Space Trail over the “x” number of years that we have been working on them and 

still have plans to go forward, right?.  Because I went from the Village Historian to the Village Ogre but 

that ok, because I felt that I need to do that for so many of the folk here.   

 

 Mr. Donald Roseaforte stated that he’s lived in Mount Kisco for approximately 86 years, 3 years in 

the Armed forces.  I’ve seen the good times in Mount Kisco and I’ve seen the bad time.  Now you people 
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here don’t represent me, I represent myself, let’s get that clear.  Now I’m not for this project and I’m not 

against it, other people are going to make the decision.  I’ve heard people talking about taking down 

trees, the environment, and the air pollution.  I’m going to give you a hypothetical issue about the Tree 

Preservation Board.  I have a tree in my yard that I want to take down, I call someone and I want to take 

it down.  Oh you can’t take it down Mr. Roseaforte it’s a beautiful tree.  A week later I have two guests 

come to my house and all of a sudden a big storms comes up and blows the tree down and goes through 

my living room window and kills one of my guests, who do I sue?  Where were all of you people when 

Curtis went in, BMW went in on the side of the Mountain I didn’t see anybody at these meetings.  Mrs. 

Whalen and I are here all of the time.  I want to know where the Tree Preservation Board was when the 

trees where taken down on my property line, 14 beautiful trees that were 200 years old in three hours, 

where was the Tree Preservation Board. What were they doing? And every time I ask I get the same old 

question, I don’t know.  Don’t ask me ask somebody else.  We are our own worst enemies.  There are a 

lot of project that went into this Town that should have never went in, they are there!  But this project, if 

they take trees down they can be replanted, they can terrace the property so that there is no run-off.  The 

trees can be replaced, just look at all of the trees that they just plants over at the Saw Mill River Parkway.  

Thank you. 

 

 Mr. Robert Block stated that he is a 20 plus year resident of Mount Kisco, I just want to say from 

his perspective I’ve heard a lot about the project, but I don’t think that I have really 50% of accurate 

information.  So it’s very difficult from my prospective to really make an educated decision here.  I’ve 

heard a lot about the trees coming down and if you look at the brochures that were distributed tonight it 

looks like the whole parcel of land is being clear-cut and I don’t believe that to be the case.  I’ve also 

heard that it’s really only 7 acres out of 50 that is actually being developed.  So from the perspective of 

really getting more intelligent and accurate information I think we would all be better served.  I take some 

of the blame myself because I haven’t been as active as I should have been, but what I’ve heard from the 

town I haven’t heard enough.  Clearly from what we have seen going on in down town Mount Kisco, and 

I’m not saying that we should clear-cut tree for revenue but if this project really doesn’t disturb a lot of 

the natural habitat, this is something that we should give a lot of hard and serious look toward, because I 

do think it would be for the benefit of the town. 

 

 Mr. Michael Kirish, stated that he is a Mount Kisco resident and that he took to heart what you said 

last time, don’t take about the same issues, so I thought I would try something different and I ask you 

just to humor me as a retired educator.  Sometimes children’s literature I think, if anything is more 

appropriate for adults than for kids.  Mr. Kirish read out loud the book by Michelle Silverstein called the 

Giving Tree.   

 

 Mr. Anthony Montelone stated that he was glad to see that so many people were interest in the 

project.  My family and I have lived in Mount Kisco for over 40 years I’ve lived and worked in Mount Kisco 

for all of those years, retiring just his past February after practicing law in Mount Kisco for over 45 years.  

When I first started practicing law one of my first legal matters was representing the owners of this Kisco 

Avenue property.  It was a goat farm and there weren’t any trees on it.  All of those trees that you see are 

new growth.  We are not talking about historical trees that have been there for 100 years.  The people 

here have described this as Kisco Mountain, I’ve always know it as Captain Merrits Hill.  The highest point 

on that hill is 640 feet.  Last time I checked a mountain was quite a bit higher.  So we are talking about 

one of the many hills in Mount Kisco.  The people who have done a lot of research on this property have 

indicated in their report that there were six (6) trees over 30 inches in diameter and that they were on the 

summit, that summit being 640 feet high.  Now the majority of the property that is going to be developed 

for this proposal is on a plateau which is on the Mountain Avenue side of the hill and that is at 450 feet 

and the summit is 640 feet high, no one is going to see it unless you live on the top of Guard Hill or that 

area.  Let’s talk about who would actually see this, I believe very few people.  The developer’s research 

shows that the hillside is comprised of 75 acres of woodland of those 75 acres, 17 acres are going to be 

owned by the developer.  The developer has also done an inventory of the wild life on the hill and there 

are lots of birds, lots of animals including a fox and a coyote, they didn’t do an inventory on the mice, 

deer, and ticks or misquotes, because they are all there too.  I’d like to add that I’m also and outdoors 

person, I love the woods I’ll never cut a tree down that doesn’t have to be cut down, but I won’t stop 

development that reasonable and logical.  Only 17 acres out of the 75 will comprise the project and only 

11.2 of the 75 disturbed so leaving 63 wooded acres on that hillside, lots of area for hiking trails for bird 

watching and everything else.  The opponents claim that there could be flood and mudslides, well Curtis 

Instruments has been there for a long time, built that second building further up on the hillside and BMW 

built that huge complex right next door to it and none of that has occurred.  The project calls for the 

removal of 1,932 trees, from the data provided.  The New York State DOT in improving the Kisco Avenue 

Saw Mill River Road intersection cut down anywhere from 3,500 – 6,000 trees and if you have driven by it 

lately there are new trees planted, shrubs, flowers and grass and it’s a lot safer and an improvement to 

the area.  Let’s talk about this applicant and its predecessors, they have been before this Village Board 

since 2003, but let’s start in 2006 the Final Environmental Impact Statement was accepted as complete in 

2009, the Finding Statement was adopted in 2009.  Who was here opposing it then and for what reasons?  

Why didn’t the applicant have the opportunity to discuss the issues that have been raised in the last 

couple of months, that’s not fair?  There are also a number of other things that the developer did on April 

22, 2009 the Village Board approved the zoning map change from Conservation District to Planned 

Residential Development and zoning text amendments related to building length, height, parking 

requirements and the Village Board also reaffirmed the Findings Statement which said the property was 

environmentally safe to develop.  Since the adoption of the Findings Statement and in accordance with a 

lease with the Village the buildings on the adjacent Town and County Property have been demolished and 

removed.  So here is an applicant who knocked down buildings to live up to the agreement that he had 
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with the Village.  For the purposes of making SEQRA comparison they submitted a Technical Memorandum 

dated March 25, 2013 and June 11, 2013, comparing the proposed action as amended.  Did anyone see 

that or review it?  The Technical Memorandum says a lot they reduced the size of the project in many 

ways.  The Planning Board as Lead Agency has determined that the Hearth would have the same or fewer 

environmental impacts when compared to the previous applicant.  The applicant has continue to compare 

the proposed action as it progresses through the site plan review process to the SEQRA Findings, see 

technical memorandum dated November 25, 2013 and April 28, 2017.  So the Village was acting 

affirmatively in regard to this applicant to approve it.  Let’s compare the other talked about site on Radio 

Circle, one site has no review the other one 10 years of review; the Kisco Avenue site historically was a 

location of a Senior Residence the Swiss Home.  My mother resided at the Swiss Home Residency and that 

site is environmentally clean and approved.  The Radio Circle Site is located on the old New York City 

Sewer Treatment Plant, it’s a great big cesspool.  It’s had no environmental reviews but the property next 

to it has been determined to be contaminated with the likely hood that the contamination spilled over on 

to adjoining properties.  The Kisco Avenue site has no wetlands, the Radio Circle site is basically in the 

middle of a wetlands and buffers.  The Kisco Avenue site has all Planning Board approvals and 

Environmental review approvals, it is only waiting for the Village Boards final actions.  The Radio Circle 

site does not allow for Senior Citizens Residences.  The Kisco Avenue site has experienced over ten (10) 

years of Planning Board and legal actions including a Federal Court Approved Stipulation of Settlement 

after litigation was initiated the last time ordering the sale of 18 acres of Village land to the Senior 

Residence for $3.5 million dollars and the Village has already received over $1.0 million dollars form the 

developer and as I understand it they are ready, willing and able to pay the balance.  The Radio Circle site 

has no history and has a Frito Lay Warehouse down the street from it.  While the Kisco Avenue site has a 

large and continuous history the Radio Circle Site has interested parties with ties to Mount Kisco seeking 

to negate years of discussion and review and compromise and settlement which relates to the Kisco 

Avenue site.  Finally, as a retired Attorney with over 50 years of legal experience, a lot of which was real 

estate litigation and appellate real estate litigation there is an under lying principal of law that the courts 

follow and that principal is parties in a real estate transaction must deal in good faith and deal fairly.  I’m 

not a friend or nor have I ever represented these people, but when you look at all of this I’m concerned 

that the Village is going to be exposing itself to a tremendous amount of litigation because I think the 

applicants are going to raise the issue of not acting in good faith on a part of the Village and not dealing 

fairly.  The only ones that are going to make money are the attorney’s and a Judge is going to point to 

both parties and say settle it, and the end results is going to be, that it is going to be built after years and 

years more and nothing but attorneys making a ton of money.  That’s not what this Village is all about.  

Thank out.  

 

 Mr. John Rhodes thank you all for holding these hearings and for your many long hours of service 

examining this issue and looking at all of the angles of it.  I’ve looked at well over 1,000 pages and I’m 

sure you guys have looked at a lot more and listened to a lot of experts and I appreciate the effort that 

you are putting in and I hope that your final decision would be guided by the science and the wishes of the 

people in the town and not by what seems to me to be a barrage of convoluted opinions offered by people 

who either had an interest in this or do have a financial interest in this.  I did participate in the report that 

Bob is going to offer later from the Conservation Advisory Council in terms of editing that and doing some 

of the research.  As a private citizen I was involved in a petition effort because I saw that there were a lot 

of people who want to have their voices heard, but wasn’t willing to get up in front of the microphone or 

couldn’t make it hear, so we put together to two kinds of petitions.  We did a written petition which was 

taken around to the neighborhoods by town residents and that got several hundred signatures.  We also 

did an online petition and lot got another 100 signatures from people in town and another 100 signatures 

from people around the town.  He submitted an updated version of that petition.  I’ve heard other 

speakers tonight who spoke on behalf of the developer and they seem to keep on repeating 3 things which 

I know are not true and I have to point those out.  Bob and other people have very highly technical 

reports about that, they talked exactly about the drainage and the trees and the history of the property.  

They keep conflating this applicant and all of the prior applicants.   Now this applicant and this is for you 

to judge the worthiness of this applicant and their business history and so on which I don’t find 

particularly encouraging but that’s your judgement to make.  But this applicant is a new applicant, a brand 

new applicant and I’ve heard a lot of speakers in terms of what the developers people said and what was 

just said that kind of conflate them and talk about this developer and then when it’s convenient add all of 

the things that have gone on for 10, 15, 20 or 30 years.  But this applicant is a brand new applicant, they 

haven’t participated in any of the studies, they haven’t made any of the commitments and frankly they 

should be judged as a brand new applicant and keep conflating them when it’s convenient to say, 10 years 

ago they said they or that.  They didn’t say any of that stuff this is a brand new applicant and should be 

treated as such.  Everybody who is in favor of this project has said that no one ever opposed this before, 

no one ever said anything wrong about this before, why didn’t somebody complain about it 5 or 10 years 

ago.  Well if you read the record and I know a lot of you have, you know that there is a long history at 

meetings of many experts making very specific criticism about this proposal, so it’s not true that nobody 

criticized this.  This has been repeated so many time and I feel that I have to correct the record on that, 

and anybody that wants to go through all of the public records that are available and see that there are 

dozens of pages of testimony from people who are ordinary citizens to scientist criticizing this project for 

safety, ecological, and aesthetic reasons.  I also have to correct the statement that was made regarding 

that this project being reviewed for 10 years for safety and it’s true it has been reviewed for safety and it 

has not yet received a single safety approval for the plan as it exists now or as it existed 5 years ago.  If 

my original plan is sound it’s not going to take 10 year to have it examined and still not have an approval 

for it.  To me that’s a red flag that still after 10 years and hundreds of thousands of dollars in legal and 

engineering fees and modifications that this plan has still not received a single official approval from DEP 

or DEC and those are the people who watch out to make sure that we don’t have landslides and floods.  It 
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irks me that if people repeat something enough times that people are going to believe that it’s true and 

those things are simply not true.  This is a new applicant, there has never been a safety certification for 

this and there have been plenty of people, who gave up many years of their lives trying to bring science 

into the discussion of this project, not just money.  This is the last remaining undeveloped hillside in 

Mount Kisco.  The developer showed diagrams of the trees that are going to be clear-cut off there, it’s not 

a matter of playing fancy games with words, you can just look at the map and you can see it.  I urge you 

to look at those comments from all of these people on the petition, who grow up around here, who love 

the mountain who don’t want to see it developed.  This is about what is really good for the town and that 

goes for everybody in the town not just the people who are lucky enough to live in an enclave surrounded 

by trees, but everyone in the town.  I urge you to look at all of the facts and the responses and to make 

your decisions based on what you see there.  Thank you.   

 

 Mr. Tony Veneziano, Esq. stated that he represented the applicant and Robert Mishkin tonight.  At 

the last few meetings I talked about the fact that I love the woods and I respect all of that.  So I come 

again having to oppose people who are trying to do something good and I understand the value of trees 

and the value of woods.  You are sort of here tonight as the parent for the town to make a reasonable 

decision on what’s going on, so I didn’t come here tonight with a presentation, but I want to respond to a 

few things and just them on the record. 

 With respect to the statement that we want to preserve 51 acres.  You’ve got 32 acres that you 

own that, we are not getting that you can preserve.  We are going to get 17, we are going to preserve 

about 11, you are going to end up with 40ish out of 50 acres that is going to be as it is now and we are 

going to replant some of ours.  We talked about the fact that the building was settled on a plateau so 

there will be trees above it, we offered at the last Planning Board meeting that we were at in response to 

the Chairman’s request to put in a walkway and then to my amazement my client after the last meeting in 

which he was quite upset turns around and proffers to provide $100,000 worth of tree planting because he 

wants to support this Village.  That didn’t come from anyone but him.  So I think there will be a fair 

amount of open space and a lot of trees.  Also its not new to anyone in this Village that these trees were 

coming down, we’ve redesigned it to eliminate hundreds of trees that we were going to take down, it’s 

back down to around 1,800.  It may be new to you, but it’s not new.  This is a project about Senior 

Housing, benefiting seniors and there are Federal Regulations, there is a prior Federal Law Suite dealing 

with this.  So what people do is walk up here saying they are not against senior housing, we would like to 

go to a place that it would take at least take 20 years to get environmental approvals.  I didn’t realize 

what was going on here in this Village, and I’ve been doing this for 35 years.  About two and a half years 

ago a prominent attorney came to my office, I didn’t know he was sent to me, but I know it now.  He said 

would you like to have your client buy my clients property on Radio Circle, I said for what, he said for an 

Assisted Living Facility.  I said I already got zoning and two Environmental Findings Statements, why 

would I do that.  Well you should do that, you are going to have a hard time.  Now you’ve got a Village 

Attorney that has a relationship at this other go to site.  That Village Attorney has consistently made 

interpretations on legal documents outside of the scope of his authority and provided advice to the 

Planning Board, while it may have been fair certainly tell them that they could take their time.  We spent 

12 to 15 months looking at the walls for this site at the Planning Board.  There is deliberate and there is 

dead stuck in the mud.  You need to see through this because courts are going to see through this.  Prior 

approvals, it was very interesting when the last speaker said it was really really a hard look.  The 

argument that’s been made by our side (Mark Miller) there were very few people at these hearings.  That 

doesn’t mean the lead agency didn’t look at all of these issues and there were a lot of letters written into 

the record and a lot of scrutiny and there were three (3) statements of finding made, one by this Board, 

and two by the Planning Board.  So this has been fully reviewed, this notion that you have to think about 

stormwater, we’ve been thinking about it for a decade.  Then we move to your recent approval on March 

13th.  You make a vote to approve an option agreement, fully negotiated with Paul Hastings, significant 

law firm in New York City.  We wanted to close in December and the Village Attorney’s position was that 

you have to give us a General Release.  I told the Village Attorney that nobody ever gives up a General 

Release you are giving up all of your cards on the hope that you are going to sign an option agreement.  

We were read to close in December, because of that issue we didn’t close, eventually we struck an accord 

with you there was a request for another $350,000 which we acquiesced to close the option agreement 

deal.  You then vote consistent with that and then all of you fine people showed up.  We feel there is a bit 

of passion on our side just like there is passion on your side and I respect your passion, but they need to 

hear both sides to make a fully informed decision.  Because we have a fully negotiated agreement.  You 

also have a financial side, you have a purchase price, and you’ve taken extension money per month from 

us.  You’ve take my clients other property and you have the real-estate taxes and you have all of the 

walking paths and preservation of this 51 acres.  So you can keep all of it and not approve it and then 

fight through the coming litigation or you can make the best of this work with us, as evidenced by my 

clients proffer on the trees is willing to work with you.  You should also know that this Board established 

the zoning for this use at this site, we complied with it, and then we cut it by 55%.  You should also know 

that the Village is a joint applicant at the New York City DEP with us.  They are putting their weight behind 

this application.  It has taken time but the DEP is ready to go forward and the Village is an applicant, 

which I think the court will look at.  You’ve been telling us that you are going to approve it, you set up 

zoning to approve it, you have us environmental to approve it, you fully negotiated a contract, you 

process it with DEP, you approve a resolution and 100 out of 10,000 that live in the Village come out to 

object.  I support what they are doing, village wide and in the area.  I think you can accomplish their 

goals in this area without ruining two or three developers.  There has to be some reasonable solution.  

Three law firms spearheaded by one have presented you with a notice of claim that will serve everyone 

(Village Board and Planning Board) look for $50,000,000 in damages.  That’s not HFZ, that’s not what I 

do.  I’m here to make deals, but if you want to someone could read this out loud and see if anybody 

sleeps, because behind it, it’s got this notion that this applicant is not being treated fairly.  Whatever the 
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law maybe there are concepts of equity and this applicant is not being treated fairly and it’s not being 

treated in good faith.  This is a little bit unfair, I don’t know how the Village Board thinks and I know you 

all want to stop this, but this is going to Channel 12 and CBS, this is not a small move.  Not approving this 

is not a small move.  I’m not the litigator and I’m hoping at the end of this you deliberate and decide to go 

forward.  With regards to the three (3) truth or lies.  This is not a new application, you have an 

application, you have an entity, that entity can be merged, do a joint venture it’s all the same and it has 

continue to move forward.  So the current applicant is going to be a venture with Town and Country, with 

Mr. Mishkin, it’s not a new application, it does not have to be looked at a new.  Then he talked about no 

one opposed this.  So on the one hand that doesn’t mean the lead agency doesn’t have to look at issues, 

which they did.  Then he went on to provide evidence that a whole series of serious people reviewed it and 

the Planning still voted to adopt these statements of findings which is the end of the environmental 

process and they are still torturing us at that Board.  The notion that it took so long has a few things going 

for it, one is sort of the natural depression, the 06 to 09 thing happened and then the economy sort of 

dips up.  We had 10 or 11 Amendments because DEP is notorious for being glacially slow and that is one 

of the reasons the Village is a co-applicant because they want to know that this Village is behind us and 

you have been.  So that is part of the reason it is taking so long.  I apologize if I was too passionate but 

there is a potential for harm here, for both sides.  We welcome any dialog and if not it will be going in the 

other direction starting with the Federal Law Suite, just to see what a judge says.  I think there is a way 

for you to deliberate and understand what is being said here come up with ways throughout the Village to 

pursue this and take your piece out of this project, which we have already proffered and still get the 

finance benefits and check off the fact that you are promotion senior housing, which there is a mandate 

for putting senior housing in this town.  Thank you for listening. 

 

 Mayor Cindrich stated that he was allowing people to speak twice, we weren’t going to do that this 

evening but I’d like to set a limit on it for another 15 minutes.  I don’t want to get to technical because, 

what a lot of people don’t understand is that the technical aspects of this review are not in the purview of 

the Village Board.  We rely on the Planning Board, our consultants our engineer and Planner. 

 

 Mr. Robert Liebman stated that there has been a little bit of miss information about some things 

about the sense that people just showed up and no one has been defending the mountain for years.  I 

want to review the history of this project, we haven’t had huge crowds but we have had people defending 

the mountain.  First off, the Tree Board doesn’t get involved in developments at all, it only get involved in 

homeowner wanting knock down a tree on their property.  The CAC gets involved usually with Planning 

Board in terms of development and unfortunately it was said that we already have Curtis Instruments and 

BMW, we haven’t had enough interest in Mount Kisco to keep the Mount Kisco Advisory Council going 

continuously over the last 20 years.  The CAC was involved with the Town and Country expansion, we 

went to the assisted living center, and Mr. Mishkin even gave us a tour of the facility so we have been 

involved in the process.  The CAC was involved in this project when it was called the Westchester 

Residence, we were at the hearings for the Draft Environmental Impact Statement along with a lot of 

people and activist from the area.  I was the one who asked for the carbon dioxide emissions from the 

construction to be calculated because I happen to be into the global warming and they calculated it and it 

turned out to be some staggering number.  I also want to point out that there are still some permits 

needed for this project, it seem to be some questions regarding the permits.  While we haven’t had huge 

activist or protests, we have been on this and local activists have been trying to limit the development on 

the mountain for quite a long time.  Thank you. 

 

 Mayor Cindrich thanked Mr. Liebman for his service to the community, you have been continually 

working over the years to keep the CAC alive.  So it doesn’t go unrecognized, so thank you for your 

contributions. 

 

 Mr. Nicholas Pinnetti stated that he has been listening to all of the points and he felt that, why are 

we here tonight, what reason?  The reason is that the Village decided to obtain this site for development, 

otherwise we would not be here.  We are here because there was some type of agreement between you 

and the developer.  I was watching TV about this and I took it upon me to do a little survey and I put a 

petition together.  The petition states that the reason for this development, that the Village Board 

entertain this, that there will be a half million dollars tax benefit to the Village and there will be no impact 

on the school.  These are residents that I never met before, I did this in one day.  I went around and I 

told them what the proposal was about, what the object is and what the proposal is going to be.  

Everybody out of 131 people; 5 said that they signed the petition against; 6 abstained because they want 

more information; and 120 signed it.  This is something I did in one day.  I’m a business man and I feel 

when you are involved with the city and you have an agreement I think the agreement should be honored.  

We need senior housing and trees need to be cut for development.  This was my own initiative and this is 

the petition that I would like to submit to the board.  Thank you. 

 

 Village Attorney Whitney Singleton stated without getting into the misapprehension of facts 

associated with this application, the applicants attorney said something about me which I would simply 

like to clarify.  There are approximately 18 people in this room that I represent.  It is not unusual for a 

local council to represent someone.  There is another application in town which I have never represented 

the property owner, I do not represent the property owner and I have no interest in what so ever, that 

has made an application 9 years into the process by Mr. Mishkin to rezone a piece of property that he 

owns.  I have no affiliation with that and I made proper disclosures at the appropriate time to both the 

Village Board and the Planning Board disclosing that while I do not represent this person, I do not have 

any financial interest directly, or indirectly in the application I thought it was appropriate that disclosure 

be made and that I not represent anyone in connection with that application.  That disclosure was made 



Village Board Meeting June 5, 2017 
 Page 6 
 

and that is it.  The applicant has attempted by naming me in a law suit or naming me in a notice of claim 

as well as everyone else in this room, the entire Planning Board and Zoning Board has attempted to bring 

pressure to bare against me and I simply wish to correct that aspect of it.  Mr. Mishkin has made 

erroneous statements about me and tomorrow there will be a statement in the newspaper about an 

erroneous statement that he made about me and I think that it is entirely inappropriate of Mr. Veneziano 

to suggest that there is some sort of impropriety.  You people know in this room who I represent and 

there is an appropriate situation for me to disclose that, I do that and I do it to the Boards that I 

represent and That’s all that I have to say. 

 

 Mr. Veneziano approached the podium and was heckled.  Out bursts from the public erupted 

demanding that he sit down.   

 

 Mr. Cosentino spoke loudly and said “you have no right to talk you had the last speaker”.  Sit 

down! Keep your word! 

 

 Mayor Cindrich replied that he didn’t want to litigate this in this room right now.  Because of certain 

issues that transpired this afternoon I don’t believe the Board is going to make any comments at this time 

we are going to try and absorb everything that was said and it’s up to the Village Board, I’m going to ask 

to see what their pleasure is, to keep this hearing open, close it, close it for its entirety.  If we do ask for 

more written comments the only thing I would ask so we can codify all of this information is that the 

information go to the Village Manager because any of the email that I get I’m trying to send off to the 

Village Manager so that they can be included in the entire package and the minutes of what we are going 

to review.  Is there a motion. 

 

 Trustee Grunthal made a motion to close the public hearing, open to written comments through 

Friday of this week.  Motion seconded by Deputy Mayor Markus. 

 

 Outburst from the audience: if people use a stamp it will not be here by Friday.   

 

 Mayor Cindrich stated that the written comments have been open since May 15th.   

 

 Trustee Schleimer stated that she would also like to leave it open in case there is additional tax 

information.  I know that there was some work that was done late today, I’m not sure all of that 

information was given to all. 

 

 Trustee Grunthal replied that 5 minutes before the start of this meeting Mr. Brancati put a note in 

front of us regarding the taxes and he and I are in agreement, as is the Village Assessor at this point 

regarding the best estimate of the tax impact at this time. 

 

 Trustee Schleimer replied that maybe I certainly haven’t’ had the chance to absorb it, five minutes 

before this meeting and I may have additional questions. 

 

 Deputy Mayor Markus said for public comment? 

 

 Trustee Schleimer stated no, no it’s not public comment. 

 

 Trustee Farber replied but I think the public should be aware of the tax impact. 

 

 Deputy Mayor Markus said so what would you like to do?  Make a motion and we will withdraw our 

motion. 

 

 Deputy Mayor Markus asked why we don’t leave the written comments open for two weeks from 

today and after that it’s closed.   

 

 Mayor Cindrich asked that the Village Board meet with the Assessor and get the facts directly in 

additional to the evaluation of the notice of claim.   

 

 Trustee Grunthal stated that the motion was amended for 14 days from today.   

  

    On the vote: 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

 Mayor Cindrich stated that closes tonight’s information hearing.  We did take receipt of item #2 on 

the agenda.  We did take receipt of petitions that were included in our packet and that will all become part 

of the analysis that this board reviews. 

 

 Village Manager Brancati stated to that point we are also in receipt of item 1B and we will 

incorporate that as well.   
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1) Communications:  

 a. Letter from the Mount Kisco Chamber of Commerce re: Sidewalk Sales Days. 

 Mayor Cindrich read the letter from the Mount Kisco Chamber of Commerce re: Sidewalk Sales 

Days dated May 25, 2017.   

 The following motion was offered by Trustee Farber and seconded by Trustee Schleimer authorizing 

the Mount Kisco Chamber of Commerce to hold their Sidewalk Sales Day and Craft Beer Garden & Food 

Court on September 16th and 17th, subject to the receipt of a certificate of insurance and that this event 

be coordinated with the Chiefs’ of Police and Fire to ensure the safety of all participants, all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

 

 b. Letter from the Conservation Advisory Council re: 270 Kisco Avenue. 

 Mayor Cindrich acknowledged receipt of the technical letter from the Conservation Advisory Council 

regarding Kisco Avenue dated May 3, 2017.  Mayor Cindrich requested that a copy of the letter be sent to 

the Planning Board and that it be made a part of the 120 Kisco Avenue packet. 

 

2) Petitions:  

 a. Petition to Save Kisco Mountain from Development. 

 Mayor Cindrich acknowledged receipt of the Petition to Save Kisco Mountain from Development.  A 

copy was filed with the Deputy Village Clerk. 

 

3) Board, Committee and Commission Reports: None. 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: 

A. Westchester County Mobile Passport  

Village Manager Brancati announced that as new passport requirements go into effect residents of 

are reminded that Westchester County Staff will be visiting Village Hall, 104 Main Street, on Thursday, June 

15th to process passport applications from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.  

Passports have always been a necessary document for those who traveled outside of the North 

American continent, but now a U.S. Passport will be required for travel even closer to home.  So as you are 

planning your next vacation or business trip, here are some things to keep in mind: 

Do not wait until the last minute:  Apply now.  Routine passport applications generally take 

approximately six weeks.  For an additional charge, expedited service will result in your obtaining your 

passport in no more than three weeks.  But only in emergency circumstances can a passport application be 

processed more quickly, so do not delay. 

PLEASE NOTE:  You will need a passport to enter the United States by air, by land or by sea unless 

you are a child under the age of 16 entering by land or sea with proof of U.S. citizenship or an adult with 

another travel document approved by the Department of Homeland Security. 

Be sure to bring the proper documentation:  You will need proof that you are a United States citizen 

such as an original or certified copy of your birth certificate, a consular report of birth abroad or a 

naturalization certificate.  If your Adult passport is expired OVER 5 years, you can apply with us by bringing 

your old passport.  If passport expired UNDER 5 years, you must renew by mail with DS-82 application.  

You will also need proof of your identity such as a current valid driver’s license or a government issued 

identification card.  For minors under the age of 16, both parents should appear together and sign the 

application of the child. However, if only one parent appears and signs, that parent must submit the other 

parent's notarized Statement of Consent form (DS-3053) and a photocopy of their identification.  The 

Statement of Consent form can be found at www.WestchesterClerk.com.  

Fees:  The fee for an adult passport is $110.00 and for a child’s passport is $80.00.  Fees can be paid by 

money order or check, only.  There is an additional $25.00 service fee that can be paid by money order, 

check or credit card.  Applications will also be accepted for the U.S. Passport Card for land and sea border 

travel, only.  The fee for adults is $30.00 and for children, the fee is $15.00 with an additional $25.00 service 

fee.  Be sure to bring original documents with raised seals to avoid having to make a second trip.  If you 

have questions about whether you have what you need to apply, do not hesitate to call our office at 995-

3082 weekdays between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. or visit our website at www.westchesterclerk.com. 

 

b. Traffic Promulgation re: Kisco Avenue. 

 Village Manager Brancati stated that the Traffic Rules and Regulations Register is hereby amended 

to include the following: 

 Kisco Avenue: 

 FOUR HOUR LIMITED PARKING 

 On its westerly side, from a point 498 feet northerly of its intersection at Hillside Avenue to a point  

 1,255 feel northerly of its intersection at Hillside Avenue. 

 On its easterly side, from its intersection at Railroad Avenue to a point 630 feet northerly of its  

 Intersection with Railroad Avenue. 

 

 TWO HOUR LIMITED PARKING 

 On its westerly side, from a point 1,255 feet northerly of its intersection at Hillside Avenue to a 

http://www.westchesterclerk.com/
http://www.westchesterclerk.com/
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Point 1,698 feet northerly of its intersection at Hillside Avenue. 

On its easterly side, from a point 630 feet northerly of its intersection with Railroad Avenue to 

appoint 425 feet southerly of its intersection at Preston Way. 

 

 c. Work Session Meetings Schedule. 

 The Mayor and Board of Trustees schedule the following meetings: 

 Wednesday, June 14, 2017 at 7:00 pm for Advice of Counsel re: Potential and Current 

Litigation Matters regarding the Building Department. 

 Monday, June 19, 2017 at 6:00 pm Work Session Meeting in advance of Regular Village 

Board Meeting to meet with Jan Johannessen re: Streetscape inventory and improvements 

report. 

 Tuesday, June 20, 2017 at 6:00 pm with the Mount Kisco Fire Department. 

 Monday, June 26, 2017 at 5:30 pm for the Comprehensive Development Responses. 

 

Village Manager Brancati reminded the Village Board of Trustees that we will still need to schedule 

a day and time to interview engineering firms that have submitted proposals for major water and sewer 

infrastructure work.  

 

 

5) Board Reports: 

Trustee Schleimer stated that apparently some of the condominiums and cooperatives who do not 

get separate water bills do not get the Water Quality Report.  I don’t know if there is any way to deal with 

that because they don’t get separate water bills, maybe there is some way to approach management or to 

leave them in the lobby so that they can be available for the residents.  They are owners and they were 

quite unaware of the report.  We are also talking about our Senior Citizens that may have issues with 

some of our water quality.   

Village Manager Brancati stated that we do publish a copy of the report on line and we do have 

extra hard copies of the report here in Village Hall.  We can send a letter reminding all of the property 

managers about the report. But it really is incumbent upon them to distribute the information and make it 

available to the residents.  If they need additional copies we can also provide those to them.   

 

Trustee Grunthal reported that the Economic Development Council met over the last couple of 

weeks.  They are very close to creating an official Facebook page for the Village and hopefully that is only 

a few days away.  The EDC is also continuing to research the possibilities for restoring the Farmers Market 

here in Mount Kisco. 

 

Trustee Farber thanked everyone who came to the Memorial Day Parade this past Tuesday, May 

30th.  It was a wonderful parade and a very special service at both Oakwood Cemetery and in front of the 

War Memorial next to Village Hall.  Thank you Don Ford, Memorial Day Committee and Moses Taylor Post 

136 American Legion for making this happen.  The two six grade students one from Mount Kisco 

Elementary and one from West Patent always clarify in their winning essays what Memorial Day means 

today and to all of us.  The Mayor gave a wonderful speech.  If anyone missed it and would like to see it I 

know that it is being aired on the Village’s television channel. 

Trustee Farber also mentioned that on Saturday, June 17th the Mount Kisco Arts Council will be 

hosting its very first ever Grab and Go Summer Art Show.  There will be music, food trucks and of course 

a lot of art.  This is a not to be missed event, Saturday, June 17th from 4pm to 10pm and it all takes place 

right here behind Village Hall, so grab some art, grab some food a spot on the lawn right behind Village 

Hall and hang out with us and admission is FREE. 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus reported that on May 24, 2017 the Finance Committee met and we did deal 

with the hotel tax, we has some lively and compassionate conversation.  I will be presenting to the Village 

Board at our July 17, 2017 meeting the two (2) views from the Finance Committee.  We also addressed 

the issue of capital improvements for the Water Fund, I’ll briefly mention that in my report regarding what 

happened so that those two important items are moved forward for review by the Village Board of 

Trustees. 

 

Mayor Cindrich reported that on June 15, 2017 8:30 am to 11:00 am there is a shared services 

forum, at Westchester County Center and they are looking for attendance from the Village Board of 

Trustees and others.   

Mayor Cindrich stated that he along with Trustee Farber did meet with the Mount Kisco Chamber of 

Commerce on a Pop Up display from Garnet Hill on a temporary basis.  It’s something that would happen 

in September or October, we’ll see where that goes. 

Mayor Cindrich stated that he had the honor of administering the oath of office to our Senior 

Group.  The new officers are: 

 Laila Dabby, President 

 Ann Lakin, Vice President 

 Christine Muzziollo, Treasurer 

 Theresa Sacchetti, Recording Secretary 

 Agnes Devola and Joan Stewart as Correspondence Secretaries 

Mayor Cindrich reported that he and the Village Manager met with the Chamber of Commerce 

again and retailors from both Main Street and South Moger Avenue on parking issues and other related 

issues and we are sticking with the Thursday, Free Parking in the Blackeby and Shoppers Park lot, for 

now. 
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Mayor Cindrich reported that he and the Village Manager has a productive meeting with the 

Northern Westchester Hospital and Northwell on the services that this hospital could provide our residents 

outside of clinical services.  He asked the Village Manager to get something out to the Village Board of 

this.  The meeting included discussions on what services the board could offer to residents in conjunction 

with the hospital.  In attendance we had the Recreation Staff, Senior Nutrition Staff and also the Senior 

Citizen Director.   

Mayor Cindrich stated that he attended, as I have in past years, the Foster Care Program that is 

held at the Library annually.  I award certificates to a number of people, Sara Amuso, former Mount Kisco 

resident, Lou Cardella from Westchester County Department of Safety both for their Volunteerism with 

this program. 

Mayor Cindrich stated that we had a Building Code meeting schedule for one day last week, 

somehow the meeting was canceled there was misinformation out there.  A lot of the residents were also 

here at 7:00 pm. 

Mayor Cindrich stated that he had a very productive meeting at the Hospital with the President’s 

Council.  We had a presentation by the Junior League of the President’s Council.  We talked about teenage 

problems, school problems, and anxiety, self-esteem and vape cigarettes.  Some of this information may 

be posted soon on the Village’s website about the dangers of electronic cigarette and the vape program 

that is out there, that we are finding out is extremely dangerous.  So some of this information may be 

posted soon on our website about the dangers of these electronic cigarettes.   

Mayor Cindrich stated that he was proud to say that he nominated Barbara Curti for Senator 

Terrance Murphy’s 40th Senate District Women of Distinction Recognition.  Ms. Curti has distinguished 

herself as a community volunteer, a wonderful parent, director of operations for the Mount Kisco Boys and 

Girls Club.  The ceremony will be held on June 27, 2017, I’ll get more details and forward the information 

to the Village Board of Trustees. 

Mayor Cindrich reported that he also stood with Senator Terrance Murphy at the American Legion 

in support of a new program offering peer to peer mentoring for out Veterans’.  The Veterans’ of the 

United States of America have a sad history of being underserved and I’m proud to say that after 

collaborating with the President of the Northwell.  They has three (3) representative from the hospital at 

this presentation, a significant amount of money is going to be funneled into programs for peer to peer 

mentoring for Veterans’. 

Mayor Cindrich stated that in the past he has asked for letters to be sent from the Village to the 

public service commission complaining about the double utility polls in the Village, they should be double 

billed for the polls.   

Trustee Schleimer stated that she has been in touch with Verizon with respect to the leaning polls 

between Byram Lake Road and 172 and I asked them to also take a canvass on how many double polls 

they are responsible for, so I am waiting for a report back.  I have been assured that the leaning polls on 

Byram Lake Road to 172 are slated for replacement within the next two (2) weeks.   

Village Manager Brancati apologized for the lateness in getting those letters out and stated that he 

will make it a priority.   

Mayor Cindrich stated that he would still like to have the utilities billed for the two poles that are in 

the Village’s right-away.   

Village Attorney Singleton stated that he believed that there was an obligation once the utility 

company was notified to relocate the line within a statutory period of time.   

  

6) Old Business: None. 

 

7) New Business:   

a. Resolution Authorizing the Standard Work Day & Reporting Resolution for Elected and 

Appointed Officials. 

The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Markus and seconded by Trustee Grunthal. 

The following BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village/Town of Mount Kisco hereby establishes the 

following as standard work days for elected and appointed officials and will report the following days 

worked to the New York State and Local Employees’ Retirement System based on the record of activities 

maintained and submitted by these officials to the clerk of this body. 
               
Title  Name  SS# Registration Standard Term  Participates Day/ 
    (Last Number Work Day Begins/Ends in Employer’s Month 
    4-digts)       Time Keeping (based  

           System  on record 
             of activities)  
Elected Officials             
 

Town Justice Mark Farrell    7  1/1/17 – 12/31/20 N 11.1 

 

On this 6th day of June, 2017, I Edward W. Brancati, Clerk of the governing board of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco of the State of New York do hereby certify that I have compared the 

foregoing with the original resolution passed by such board, at a legally convened meeting held on the 5th 

day of June, 2017 on file as part of the minutes of such meeting, and that the same is a true copy thereof 

and the whole of such original. 

I further certify that the full Board consists of five (5) members and that all five (5) of such 

members voted in favor of the above resolution. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 
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    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 
 b. Budget Modifications – Amendments/Transfers (11). 

 The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Markus and seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 

amend the budget in connection with the adoption of the fiscal year 2016/2017 budget. 

 1. Amend Budget for Capital Project Funds received and deposited.  Trans #5627 & 5630 

 2. Amend Budget for the Library Fund.  Transaction #5677. 

3. To provide Capital Project Finance for various projects due to cost overruns and/or 

additional work performed.  Transaction #5678. 

 4.  To provide Capital Project Finance for Firehouse Review by H2M.  Transaction #5687. 

 5. To provide Capital Project Finance for the Pedestrian Bridge Project.  Transaction #5690. 

6. To provide Capital Project Financing for ongoing Improvements to Sidewalks.  Transaction 

#5693. 

7. To provide Capital Project Financing for ongoing Infrastructure Village Wide 

Repairs/Improvements.  Transaction #5696. 

8. To provide Capital Project Financing for the Scanning and Digitizing Project.  Transaction 

#5699. 

 9. Amend Budget due to insurance recovery cost.  Transaction #5702. 

10. To create budget for Byram Dam Sluiceway from Capital Reserve Funds. Transaction 

#5707. 

11. To create budget for Cold Spring Pump Station Pump Rebuild From Capital Reserve Funds. 

Transaction #5710 (Transaction # reflects revised amount). 

 

8) Bills – 

The following motion was offered by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by Trustee Farber to pay the 

bills as presented to the Board dated 6/2/2017 for the months of April 2017 and May, 2017, all in favor. 

General Fund      $   654,388.74 

Water Fund             89,853.41 

  Sewer Fund               6,259.88 

  Library Fund             12,214.97 

  Capital Fund           263,413.32 

Trust Fund               3,171.33 

    TOTAL    $1,029,301.65 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

9)      Approval of Minutes –  

 Village Board Meeting Minutes of May 1, 2017 

 Trustee Schleimer requested that in the future the minutes not be copied double sided, to make 

reviewing them easier. 

 The following motion was offered by Trustee Farber and seconded by Trustee Grunthal approving 

the minutes of the Village Board Meeting Minutes of May 1, 2017, all in favor: 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

10) Non-Local Business:  None. 

 

11) Public Comment:  

 Mrs. Antoinette Whalen complained about the dirty water at the Fox Senior Center.   

 Village Manager Brancati stated that he would notify the Water Department. 

 

Meeting closed at 10:25 pm. 

 

 

_______________________________ 

      Edward W. Brancati 

      Village Manager 


